Sundays after Pentecost
July 31st, 2022

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
32 N. Front St.
Sunbury, PA 17801
570-286-7002

Welcome Fr. Bateman
stmatthewsunbury@gmail.com
stmatthew-episcopal.org
We are delighted to have you with us!
Please follow all COVID-19 restrictions.
MASKS ARE OPTIONAL

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist Rite II
10:00 am
LITURGY OF THE WORD
Prelude
Processional
Opening Acclamation
Gloria (S-280)

See Insert

The Collect
The Lessons
First Reading
The Psalm
Gospel Hymn

The Holy Gospel
The Sermon
Nicene Creed
Prayer for Congregations in Transitions (Listed Below)
The Prayers of the People
Confession of Sin
The Peace
Offering Hymn
Eucharistic Prayer A
The Sanctus (S-129)
The Lord’s Prayer
The Holy Communion
Communion Hymn
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Recessional
Blessing
Dismissal from the Rear

542
BCP 355
BCP 357

510

BCP 358
BCP 385
BCP 360
516
BCP 361
BCP 362
BCP 364
302
BCP 365
594

THE COLLECT
Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church;
and, because it cannot continue in safety without your help, protect
and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE OLD TESTEMENT
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is
vanity.
I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my
mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done
under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to
human beings to be busy with. I saw all the deeds that are done
under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.
I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing
that I must leave it to those who come after me -- and who
knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be
master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the
sun. This also is vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up to
despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun,
because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and
knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another
who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What
do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil
under the sun? For all their days are full of pain, and their
work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This
also is vanity.

THE RESPONSE
Psalm 49:1-11

Audite haec, omnes
1 Hear this, all you peoples;
hearken, all you who dwell in the world, *
you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.
2 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, *
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.
3 I will incline my ear to a proverb *
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.
4 Why should I be afraid in evil days, *
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds
me,
5 The wickedness of those who put their trust in their
goods, *
and boast of their great riches?
6 We can never ransom ourselves, *
or deliver to God the price of our life;
7 For the ransom of our life is so great, *
that we should never have enough to pay it,
8 In order to live for ever and ever, *
and never see the grave.
9 For we see that the wise die also;
like the dull and stupid they perish *
and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
10 Their graves shall be their homes forever,
their dwelling places from generation to generation, *
though they call the lands after their own names.
11 Even though honored, they cannot live forever; *
they are like the beasts that perish.

THE EPISTLE
Colossians 3:1-11
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on
earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also
will be revealed with him in glory.
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). On
account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are
disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when
you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such
things-- anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language
from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you
have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed
yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that
renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ
is all and in all!

THE GOSPEL
Luke 12:13-21
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother
to divide the family inheritance with me." But he said to him,
"Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?" And
he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds
of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions." Then he told them a parable: "The land of a rich
man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, `What
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?' Then he
said, `I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger

ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I
will say to my soul, `Soul, you have ample goods laid up for
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said to him,
`You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you.
And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' So it is
with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not
rich toward God."
SUNDAYS after PENTECOST
July 31, 2022
PARISH NOTES
COLE ALLEN DIAPER PANTRY: The next Diaper Pantry will be
Saturday, August 6, 2022 from 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. We’re in need of
volunteers to distribute diapers. Please contact Connie Kistler at
kistinpa@ptd.net. Monetary donations are very much welcomed.
Please give to the Treasurer, Tom Culver, in an envelope labeled
Diaper Pantry. Donations of diaper wipes and pull-ups are
appreciated. We covered 23 baby bottoms in June.
HIS DISCIPLES FOOD PANTRY: Is the last Saturday of each
month. Please contact Nancy Shipman at 570-286-0430 to
volunteer. Donations of canned fruits & vegetables are welcome.
The next Food Pantry will be held Saturday, August 27, 2022 from
9:00-11:00 a.m. Any donations are greatly appreciated.
CHURCH SERVICE TIME: Church service time is 10:00 AM.
Masks are now optional.
OFFICE HOURS: Office hours are Tuesday and Wednesday,
10AM to 2PM, and Thursday, 10AM to Noon.
CHILDREN MINISTRY: Please consider your participation & role
in this vital ministry. If interested in working to teach our children
and guide them in faith, please contact Anissa, 570-898-2275
ALTAR SERVERS: St. Matthew’s is looking for altar servers of all
ages. Are you being called to the lay ministry of Eucharistic Minister
(someone who helps with communion from the altar and distributes
the chalice), Crucifer (someone who carries the cross in procession)
or Lector (someone who reads the lessons and the “prayers of the
people.”) We are also looking to train servers of all ages for the

PARISH NOTES (cont.)
ministry of Thurifer (someone who dispenses incense with the
thurible.) Please contact Anissa DeCaprio-Sanduta if interested.
LAY MINISTRIES: Anyone interested in participating with any of
the Lay Ministries, please contact any Vestry member or speak with
Mary Ann Loftus.
VESTRY MEMBERS
Fran Zartman (2020-2022, 2022-2024)*
Roy Casey (2021-2023)
Cyn Reid (2020-2022, 2022-2024)*
Pam Schlegel (2021-2023)
Nathan Blanchard (2021-2023)
Anissa DeCapria-Sanduta (2021-2023)
Carol Lamparter (2022-2024)
Martha Bohner (2022-2024)
Lynda Schlegel-Culver (2022-2024)
Senior Warden: Mary Ann Loftus
Junior Warden: Roy Casey
Clerk of the Vestry: Cynthia Reid
Senior Warden Emeritus: Charlie Schlegel
DELEGATES TO CONVENTION IN 2022
Cyn Reid
Barb Sauter
(* indicates that the person must wait one year before running for
vestry again in the final year of election)

A Guide for Congregations in Transition
The Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania
Merciful God, be with us and guide us; open our minds and teach us; open
our hearts and surround us with your love that we may feel your presence in
all our works. Imbue us with wisdom and awareness of your vision as we

seek a new rector and spiritual leader. Grant us an adventurous spirit,
willing to attempt new tasks and face new ways, ever mindful of the need to
listen more to your still, small voice than to our own fancies and desires.
Grant continued grace and commitment to those who have been called to
serve as members of the Profile and Search Committees, that they may
become faithful companions to each other, to the Vestry, and to this Parish.
We ask all this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. Amen
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Stephen, Frances (Fran), Pamela, Kelsey, Alayiah, Angela, Stan, Alexis,
Tanya, Steve K., Weston, Church of the Redeemer, Mike E., Mike B.,
Christian, Noelle, Kaye, and Frank. Please pray for all healthcare
workers, especially Dan D., Kara, Melissa, Janice and their co-workers.
Also, please pray for all the departed, especially for Kathy Keiper and
Carl “Ricky” Page.
(* Please notify Elaine Schlegel, or the Secretary, Carla Treon, of
anyone who needs prayers so they can be added for the next upcoming
Sunday.)
DONATIONS:
**You can now donate to Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church
“on line” at the link listed: https://diocesecpa.org/stewardship
Or you may continue to mail your contributions to:
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
32 N. Front St.
Sunbury, PA 17801
All tithes and offerings are greatly appreciated

