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Noon- Holy Eucharist, Rite I (no music)  

7:00 P.M.- Holy Eucharist, Rite II (music) 
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The Reverend Dina Carter Ishler, Rector 
  

“Eternal Lord of love, behold your Church  
walking once more the pilgrim way of Lent.”  

-Hymn 149, the Hymnal 1982 
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Ash Wednesday, 2026 
Beloveds in Christ,  
 

We are grateful for each one of you who has come to this Ash 
Wednesday service in body, heart, and/or spirit to begin the holy 
season of Lent in community.  
 

We are gathered for one of the most important and meaningful 
services of the church year. Within the ancient tradition of 
beginning Lent by being marked in ash with the sign of the cross lies 
the invitation to turn our attention to the all-creating and all-loving 
power of God. We prayerfully seek God’s ability to heal the 
brokenness in our lives, as we kneel before God face to face and 
offer to God all that which has been broken by life, because only 
God can make it whole.  
 

This service invites us to wear our ashes on our foreheads as a sign 
of our penitence, to repent of “those things we have done and ought 
not to have done”, and to welcome God’s grace and longing for 
deep relationship with us. This turning towards God is the work of 
Lent, our preparation and soul work so we might fully share 
together in the celebration of our Easter feast. 
 

Blessing the Dust - For Ash Wednesday 
 

All those days you felt like dust, like dirt, as if all you had to do 
was turn your face toward the wind and be scattered to the four corners 
or swept away by the smallest breath as insubstantial- 
 
Do you not know what the Holy One can do with dust? 
This is the moment we ask for the blessing that lives within  
the ancient ashes, that makes its home  
inside the soil of this sacred earth. 
 

Author, Jan Richardson (edited) 
 
Blessings and love on this Ash Wednesday and always,  

Mother Dina  
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ASH WEDNESDAY 

The Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucharist 
(Directions to stand, kneel, etc., in our services should always be considered 
an invitation. If you find any of these to be challenging, please worship in 
whatever pose may work for you, knowing you are fully in God’s presence.)  
 

The Ringing of the Bells 
We ring the sacristy bells five minutes before the service, inviting us into the 
respectful silence that settles our souls for this time of worship. 
 

On this day the ministers both process and recess in silence. 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People       And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and 
forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us new 
and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and 
acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all 
mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons  The people sit. 
 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Joel:  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD 
is coming, it is near— a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds 
and thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains, a 
great and powerful army comes; their like has never been from of 
old, nor will be again after them in ages to come. Yet even now, says 
the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your 
clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents 
from punishing. Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
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and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink 
offering for the LORD, your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; 
sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Sanctify 
the congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even 
infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the 
bride her canopy. Between the vestibule and the altar, let the priests, 
the ministers of the LORD, weep. Let them say, “Spare your people, 
O LORD, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword 
among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, 
‘Where is their God?’”  
           The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 103    Said in unison.  
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 

and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
and forget not all his benefits. 

3 He forgives all your sins * 
and heals all your infirmities; 

4 He redeems your life from the grave * 
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness; 

5 He satisfies you with good things, * 
and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.  

6 The Lord executes righteousness * 
and judgment for all who are oppressed. 

7 He made his ways known to Moses * 
and his works to the children of Israel.] 

8 The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 
9 He will not always accuse us, * 

nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 

nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 
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11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, * 
so far has he removed our sins from us. 

13 As a father cares for his children, * 
so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 

14 For he himself knows whereof we are made; * 
he remembers that we are but dust. 

 

A Reading from Paul’s Second Letter to the Church at Corinth:  
Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our 
sake, he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God. 
 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the 
grace of God in vain. For he says, 

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We 
are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be 
found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have 
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, 
labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, 
kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the 
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand 
and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good 
repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, 
and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, 
and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
           The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Sequence Hymn      #411, The Hymnal 1982        
“O bless the Lord, my soul!”  (Paraphrase of today’s psalm, 103) 
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The Gospel:   Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 
Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, "Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to 
be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in 
heaven. 
 

"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they 
may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love 
to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that 
they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 
 

"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for 
they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, 
put oil on your head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be 
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also." 
           The Gospel of our Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Homily                                                                 Mother Dina 
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A time of silence after the homily is held for reflection. 
                                                      

AN INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF A HOLY LENT 
All rise in body and/or spirit. The Celebrant says  
Dear People of God: The first Christians observed with great 
devotion the days of our Lord's passion and resurrection, and it 
became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season 
of penitence and fasting. This season of Lent provided a time in 
which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was 
also a time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been 
separated from the body of the faithful were reconciled by penitence 
and forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church. 
Thereby, the whole congregation was put in mind of the message of 
pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of our Savior, and of 
the need which all Christians continually have to renew their 
repentance and faith. 
 

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the 
observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by 
prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on 
God's holy Word. And, to make a right beginning of repentance, 
and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us now kneel before the 
Lord, our maker and redeemer. 
Silence is kept for a time; all kneeling or bowing their heads. 
 

The Blessing of the Ashes 
The Celebrant says    Almighty God, you have created us out of the 
dust of the earth: Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our 
mortality and penitence, that we may remember that it is only by 
your gracious gift that we are given everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

The Imposition of Ashes  
The ashes are imposed with the following words 
“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 

The Reading of Psalm 51    Please say the parts in bold type.  
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness;  
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.  
Wash me through and through from my wickedness  
and cleanse me from my sin.  
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.  
And so you are justified when you speak  
and upright in your judgment  
Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth,  
a sinner from my mother’s womb.  
For behold, you look for truth deep within me,  
and will make me understand wisdom secretly.  
Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure;  
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.  
Make me hear of joy and gladness,  
that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities.  
Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from your presence  
and take not your holy Spirit from me.  
Give me the joy of your saving help again  
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
I shall teach your ways to the wicked,  
and sinners shall return to you.  
Deliver me from death, O God,  
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness,  
O God of my salvation.  
Open my lips, O Lord, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice;  
but you take no delight in burnt-offerings.  
The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;  
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  
 

The Litany of Penitence 
The Celebrant and People say together, kneeling in body and/or spirit.  
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Please say the parts in bold type. 
Most holy and merciful Father:  
We confess to you and to one another, 
and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on earth,  
that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and deed;  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
The Celebrant continues 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, mind, and strength.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, Lord. 
We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us.  
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  
We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, Lord. 
We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness:  
the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways,  
and our exploitation of other people, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
Our anger at our own frustration,  
and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts,  
and our dishonesty in daily life and work, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
Our negligence in prayer and worship,  
and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 
We confess to you, Lord. 
Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done:  
for our blindness to human need and suffering,  
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 
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For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our 
neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who 
differ from us, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 
For our waste and pollution of your creation,  
and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 
Accept our repentance, Lord. 
Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us; 
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 
Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 
That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 

The Celebrant stands and, facing the people, says 
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desires not 
the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their 
wickedness and live, has given power and commandment to his 
ministers to declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, 
the absolution and remission of their sins. He pardons and absolves 
all those who truly repent, and with sincere hearts believe his holy 
Gospel.  
 

Therefore, we beseech him to grant us true repentance and his Holy 
Spirit, that those things may please him which we do on this day, 
and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy, so that 
at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace                                                                            BCP 360                                                                                                            
All stand as possible. The Celebrant says to the people     
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
We greet each other- reverently, on this holy day- in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Offertory Hymn                                  #143, The Hymnal 1982    
“The glory of these forty days”  
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Eucharistic Prayer II      (Noon, spoken)*          BCP 340 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.                                                 
People       And with thy spirit.                                                       
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People       We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.                                               
People       It is meet and right so to do.  
 

Celebrant It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we 
should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Who dost bid thy faithful 
people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with joy for the Paschal 
feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and renewed by 
thy Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace 
which thou hast prepared for those who love thee. 
 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising 
thee, and saying,  
 

The Sanctus (said together). 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: Heaven and earth are full of 
thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

The Celebrant continues  
All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create  
heaven and earth, and didst make us in thine own image; and, of 
thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our 
nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our 
redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to 
continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and 
sacrifice, until his coming again.  
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For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and 
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, 
all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed 
for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye 
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate 
and make, with these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, 
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in 
remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming 
again with power and great glory.  
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, 
and, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts 
of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and Blood of 
thy dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ.  
 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present 
unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we 
beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may 
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and 
also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with 
him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same  
Jesus Christ our Lord;  
 

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy  
Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 
without end. AMEN.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, 
we are bold to say: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
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heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread  
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 

The people and Celebrant say together We do not presume to come to 
this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But 
thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.  
 

The Celebrant says These are the Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. Amen. 
 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion  All pray together 
Dearest Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Holy  
Sacrament, and, since we all cannot receive communion in the  
consecrated bread and wine, we pray you to come into our hearts.  
We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with our hearts,  
souls, and minds. Let nothing separate us from you; let us serve  
you in this life until, by your grace, we come to your glorious  
kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 
 

The Post Communion Prayer                                            BCP 339  
The Celebrant says Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People Almighty and ever living God, we most 
heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and 
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Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us 
thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, 
of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O 
heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may 
continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as 
thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen.  
 

The Solemn Prayer over the People 
In the place of a Blessing during this service, a Solemn Prayer is offered over  
the people. Please kneel as may be possible, or you may bow your head. 
  
The Celebrant says   
Bow down before the Lord. Silence. 
Grant, most merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and 
peace, that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve you 
with a quiet mind; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Dismissal The Celebrant dismisses the people 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  

Ministers and people leave quietly to begin our Lenten journeys. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer A       (7:00 P.M., sung)*         
                                                 BCP 367 (S-120, The Hymnal 1982) 
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The Celebrant continues    
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, and prepare with 
joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of 
mercy, and renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come 
to the fullness of grace which you have prepared for those who love 
you. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

The Sanctus             S-124, The Hymnal 1982                                                                              
“Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might” 

 

Then the Celebrant continues  
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
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for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Celebrant and People    
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again! 
 

The Celebrant continues  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.  
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 
this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 
and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom.  
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with 
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.  

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Celebrant and People     
And now, as Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
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The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept. 
Celebrant  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

The Agnus Dei                                          S-161, The Hymnal 1982 
“Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world” 

 

The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

The Communion Hymn                            #674, The Hymnal 1982    
“Forgive our sins as we forgive” 

 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion  All pray together 
Dearest Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Holy  
Sacrament, and, since we all cannot receive communion in the  
consecrated bread and wine, we pray you to come into our hearts.  
We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with our hearts,  
souls, and minds. Let nothing separate us from you; let us serve  
you in this life until, by your grace, we come to your glorious  
kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 
 

The Post Communion Prayer              
The Celebrant says Let us pray.  
 

Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with 
the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 
mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and 
heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to 
do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.  
 

The Solemn Prayer over the People 
In the place of a Blessing during this service, a Solemn Prayer is offered over  
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the people. Please kneel as may be possible, or you may bow your head. 
  
The Celebrant says 
Bow down before the Lord. Silence. 
Grant, most merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and 
peace, that they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve you 
with a quiet mind; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Recessional Hymn              #149, The Hymnal 1982    
“Eternal Lord of Love, behold your Church” 

 

The Dismissal The Celebrant dismisses the people 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  

Ministers and people leave quietly to begin our Lenten journeys. 
 

Serving today’s liturgies 
The Reverend Dina Carter Ishler, Celebrant and Preacher 

Patrick Ishler, Director of Music Ministry, St. Matthew’s Choir 
Fran Zartman, Flute; Mary Ann Loftus, Thurifer 

Roy Casey, Dana Kelly, Eucharistic Ministers 
David Hollabaugh, SubDeacon 

Bill Bohner (noon), Carol Lamparter (7PM); Lectors 
Barry Treon, Greeter and Usher                    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
OUR LENTEN WEDNESDAYS: Join us for fellowship and 
prayer to mark this holy season of Lent. Gather at 6pm in the Hall 
for prayer and a light meal, then move in silence to the sanctuary 
for Stations of the Cross, then end in the chapel for Compline. 
Come for all or part of the evening as your schedule permits. 
Please bring a simple dish to share. Questions- see Nate 
Blanchard, David Hollabaugh, or Mother Dina.   
 

PARISH NOTES for the week of FEBRUARY 18, 2026 
 

COLE ALLEN DIAPER PANTRY: The next Diaper Pantry will be 
Saturday, Mar. 7th, 2026 from 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. We’re in need of 
volunteers to distribute diapers. Please contact Connie Kistler at 
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kistinpa@ptd.net. Monetary donations are very much welcomed, 
please give in an envelope labeled “Diaper Pantry.” Donations of 
diaper wipes, pull-ups, and sizes 5 and 6 are so appreciated and 
urgently needed- We covered 79 baby bottoms in February! 
HIS DISCIPLES FOOD PANTRY: Is the last Saturday of each 
month. Please contact John Blanchard, 570-286-5415, leave message 
to volunteer. Donations of canned soups, cereals, and canned fruit 
are welcome. We fed 26 families in January! The next Food Pantry 
will be held Saturday, February 28, from 9:00-11:00 a.m. Any 
donations are greatly appreciated! 
CARLA’S OFFICE HOURS: Office hours are Tuesday and 
Wednesday, 10AM to 2PM, and Thursday, 10AM to Noon.  
MOTHER DINA’S OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, 11:30am until 5pm 
or so. Call, text, or email me any time to plan a conversation, pastoral 
visit, or to share any other need you may have. I love hearing from you! 
ALTAR SERVERS: St. Matthew’s is always looking to include new 
altar servers of all ages for the ministries of: Eucharistic Minister, 
Crucifer, Torch Bearers, Lector, Thurifer, etc. Please contact 
Mother Dina if interested in participating in these or ANY of our 
other ministries! 
CHOIR REHEARSAL: Rehearsals will continue to be Thursday 
evenings at 5:30pm. All are welcome to join us - NO MUSICAL 
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 
COFFEE HOUR VOLUNTEERS: Volunteers are needed each 
month to sign up for a weekly coffee hour session. Sign-up sheets are 
posted in the Choir Room. Any questions, please contact Carol 
Hixson. This month’s sign-ups are: 
       Feb. 22nd- Anissa  
YOGA CLASSES:  Yoga classes will be held in the Social Hall every 
Thursday at 7:00PM. $5.00 per class. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Please notify Elaine Schlegel, or the 
Parish Administrator, Carla Treon, of anyone who needs prayers so 
they may be added for next upcoming Sunday. 
WEEKDAY SERVICE: Our week-day service of Holy Eucharist will 
be held on Wednesdays at Noon. All are welcome! 
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COMPLINE SERVICE: Please join us for these evening services on 
Wednesdays, 8:00PM, in the Church, on Zoom, or Facebook live. 
David Hollabaugh will be officiating. Zoom link is listed here: 
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/88684946715?pwd=xvTfSYXhJjn6ce8AN
K1pqbbG6ANEeX.1#success 
FRIENDLY REMINDER: If you are purging your closets/attics/ 

garage or cellar to make space for your Christmas goodies, please 
remember that our March 7th Indoor Yard Sale/Soup and Bake Sale 
(a joint event with our Scouts), 9AM-2PM, will take those items! Items 
may be left in the Parish (Social) Hall. 
LENTEN WEDNESDAYS: Lenten Wednesdays starts February 25th,  
6:00PM, Social Hall. Details above. 
MONTHLY MORNING BREAKFAST: The monthly morning  
breakfast will be held on Mar. 1st, Social Hall,  at 9:00AM-10:00AM. 
YARD/BAKE/SOUP SALE: We will be holding our annual 
Yard/Bake/Soup Sale with our Scouts on Mar. 7th, 9:00AM-2:00PM 
UPCOMING MONTHLY EVENTS: Details to follow closer to the 
time of the events. Please visit our website for more information 
Weds., Feb. 18th: Ash Wednesday, Imposition of Ashes and Holy 
Eucharist, Noon and 7pm. Ashes to Go, details to follow. 
Wed., Feb. 25th: Weekday Eucharist, Noon. 
Wed., Feb. 25th: Lenten Wednesday including Compline, 6:00PM, 
Social Hall. 
Sun., Mar. 1st: Monthly breakfast, Social Hall, 9:00AM-10:00AM 
Wed., Mar. 4th: Weekday Eucharist, Noon. 
Wed., Mar. 4th: Lenten Wednesday including Compline, 6:00PM, 
Social Hall. 
Sat., Mar. 7th: Yard Sale/Bake Sale/Soup Sale, 9:00AM-2:00PM 
Sat., Mar. 14th: Chicken meat pie, pre-order only. Details to follow 
soon. 
 

VESTRY MEMBERS: Fran Zartman, Senior Warden; Mary Ann 
Loftus, Clerk of the Vestry; Anissa DeCapria-Sanduta and Matthew 
Strauser, Junior Wardens; Nate Blanchard; Ric Haines, Carter 
Ishler, Dana Kelly; Pete Kistler, Tina McGee.                
SEXTON:  Sharon Baney 
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(* Please notify Elaine Schlegel, or the Parish Administrator, Carla 
Treon, of anyone who needs prayers so they can be added for the 
next upcoming Sunday.)  

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 

Mother Dina and family, Father Fred and family, Frances, Angela, 
Tanya, Weston, Mike, the Sterner family, Dawson, Erika, Nancy, 
Becky, Easton, Ariella, Ereda, Junior, and Brendaly, AmberLynn, 
Daya, Arabella, Derick, Noelle, Dean, Fred, Tatum, Carol, Mary, 
Cyn, Karen, Sandy, Suzy, Robert, Dean, Sharon, Andy, Owen and 
family, Charlie, Max, Melissa, Terry, Baby Ruby and family, and for 
those whose needs are known to God alone. Please pray for all 
healthcare workers, especially Dan, Kara, Melissa, Janice, and their 
co-workers, all those who in this transitory life, are in trouble, 
sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. Also, please pray for 
all serving in our military, especially Ann, and Jayden, law 
enforcement, and first responders. 
I ask your prayers for all the departed, especially for Charolette, Bill 
(Gubby), Alex, and Jason.  
 

DONATIONS: 
All tithes and offerings are most greatly appreciated, as  
we rely on your prayerful generosity to care lovingly for  
our physical space and to keep ourselves vital and active 
in our community through our worship, our witness, 
our outreach, and our presence. 
 

You may now donate to Saint Matthew’s Episcopal Church 
“online” at the link listed: https://diosusquehanna.org/donate/ 

Or you may continue to mail your contributions to: 
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

32 N. Front St., Sunbury, PA 17801 
stmatthewsunbury@gmail.com (office email) 

reverenddina@gmail.com (Mother Dina’s email) 
 

mailto:stmatthewsunbury@gmail.com
mailto:reverenddina@gmail.com
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Please visit us at stmatthew-episcopal.org and follow us on 
Facebook: St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church 

To connect with our livestreamed services, please go to our 
YouTube channel: @St.MatthewsEpiscopalChurchSunB 

*All printed and performed music and lyrics are used with 
permission under our license agreements: Riteseries, copyright 
2025 Church Publishing; One License #A-741634. All Rights 
Reserved. 

 

St. Matthew’s is part of the Diocese of the Susquehanna;  
The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan, Bishop Diocesan;  

The Rt. Rev. Kevin Nichols, Assistant Bishop. 
 

 
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

 


